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the 40 percent, in his time as chairman 
he has moved us further toward that 
goal than any other single individual. 
When they said that a diploma ought 
to mean something, he asked those 
questions and that is what teacher em-
powerment was about, whether or not a 
diploma would, in fact, mean some-
thing. 

For schools of education where we 
are turning out our teachers of the fu-
ture, if they did not know the subjects 
they were teaching, he wanted to know 
why, and has dramatically changed the 
manner in which schools of education 
will now educate the teachers of the fu-
ture so they will be better equipped to 
provide that quality education that has 
always been at the core of all of his 
dealings on this committee. 

He has not been much for the poli-
tics. He has not been much for the pos-
turing. But he has certainly done a 
great deal for the education and the 
well-being of the children of this Na-
tion, and we are going to miss him. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure 
to serve with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING). 
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TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN GOODLING 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDU-
CATION AND THE WORKFORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (GREENWOOD) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for 
4 minutes. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, my 
mother once said to me that no matter 
how important you think you are, re-
member that the number of people who 
come to your funeral will be primarily 
determined by the weather. It must be 
a good day today because Mr. GOODLING 
is blessed with too many speakers, and 
we will all have to be brief. 

Mr. Speaker, I will miss Mr. GOOD-
LING as a member of the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce and a fel-
low Pennsylvanian. The children and 
the teachers and the parents and the 
school board administrators will miss 
BILL GOODLING, because he is someone 
that has become a rarity in this town. 
He believes that politics belongs on the 
campaign trail, and here in Washington 
in the Nation’s capital, because we are 
supposed to do the people’s business, 
we are supposed to compromise. We are 
supposed to put politics second to peo-
ple. 

BILL GOODLING has done that every 
day for his 26-year career. It is an 
honor to serve with him and join in 
this tribute today. 

Mr. Speaker, because time is limited, 
I will cut my remarks brief and I yield 
to the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GREENWOOD) for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, like others today, I am 
here to recognize the tremendous con-
tribution that Congressman GOODLING 
has made to this Congress, to this 
country, and particularly to education. 

BILL GOODLING spent his entire career 
with a focus on education. As a teach-
er, as a coach, as a guidance counselor, 
as a school administrator, and when he 
was elected to Congress by the people 
from the 19th district in Pennsylvania, 
he chose to go on the committee that 
focused on education. 

He became the chairman of that com-
mittee. He has been a tireless advocate 
for making public schools better 
through real reform. He has pursued 
full funding of IDEA, understanding 
that the Federal Government needs to 
first of all keep its word. 

As a former college president, I par-
ticularly appreciate all the chairman 
has done to substantially increase the 
Pell Grant funding. And during his 
leadership of that committee, Pell 
Grant funding has increased in a way 
that it has never increased before. 

There are really too many accom-
plishments to talk about all of them, 
certainly the signature piece of legisla-
tion, the William F. Goodling Child Nu-
trition Reauthorization Act. This legis-
lation gives more flexibility to school 
districts as they try to meet the needs 
of children, as they try to do what is 
best for the children of America. 

On behalf of America’s students, on 
behalf of America’s educators, as the 
cochairman of the Education Caucus 
here in the Congress, I just want to 
thank the chairman for his out-
standing record of public service, for 
his commitment to education, for his 
great work for the people of Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GREENWOOD) for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, when I hear the name 
GOODLING, I immediately think of four 
different words. The first pair is ‘‘qual-
ity and accountability.’’ We kept hear-
ing that over and over in the com-
mittee. And those are very, very im-
portant words for us to hear. Will a 
proposal bring forth quality? Will it 
provide for accountability? 

The second pair of words is ‘‘reading 
and literacy,’’ obviously, very, very 
great needs in this country. I believe 
we should improve math and science 
education in this country, and but the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GOODLING) is totally dedicated to im-
proving reading and literacy; I totally 
agree with that as well, because we 
need to do both. 

It has been a pleasure to serve on the 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce with Mr. GOODLING. He is an 
experienced teacher, administrator, 
and a Congressman. As an educator 

myself for 22 years, I was delighted to 
have a person heading that committee 
who had experience in education too, 
because there are many people in this 
world who think they know exactly 
what is wrong with the schools and 
how to fix it, but they do not have any 
experience at it. Mr. GOODLING has that 
experience, and I was delighted to have 
him as chairman.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON). 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I will be 
very brief in order to leave enough 
time for the chairman himself to 
speak, by simply saying this, most 
politicians put their careers first. BILL 
GOODLING has put children first. Most 
politicians will compromise at a time 
to move an inch. BILL GOODLING is pa-
tient, but he is always persistent. 

He believes in quality education for 
our children, trained teachers for our 
children, and local control. America is 
better off and her children far better 
off for the service of BILL GOODLING. 
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HON. BILL GOODLING: A 
BRILLIANT CAREER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for 
4 minutes. 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, no 
one could deny our colleague that we 
honor today, BILL GOODLING, has had a 
brilliant career in education in this 
Congress and is well known. But I can 
attest to the fact that he has more 
horse sense than any Member that ever 
served in the United States Congress, 
and that is saying something. 

BILL is the type of guy that has a 
twinkle in his eye and love for what he 
does and for his colleagues that we are 
going to miss, because he is of the old 
tradition of the House. As I drive back 
to my district in Pennsylvania, I go 
through the gentleman’s district. So 
many times, I have had the occasion to 
see him when we have stopped for cof-
fee or something. I am going to miss 
those occasions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just suggest 
that the Members of the House today 
that have not had the opportunity to 
spend late evenings with BILL at dinner 
when we are in session and hear about 
his horses or hear about his violets, it 
is a great treat. Because here is a sen-
sitive man who has dedicated his ca-
reer to the 19th District of Pennsyl-
vania that has not only served his dis-
trict, but has served this Nation with 
honor and distinction. 

As his colleagues have attested to 
today, he is probably known as ‘‘Mr. 
Education’’ in the House of Represent-
atives. I am going to miss my good 
friend, BILL GOODLING. And as a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania delegation, I 
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